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Although the field of art education has, in recent years, acknowledged the prevalence of
non-formal educational sites, our literature is divided on whether this trend poses an
opportunity for cooperation and strength or a threat to the status of art as a school
subject. This paper consults the literature of critical theory within the domains of art,
education, and leisure studies in order to examine the relationship between formal and
non-formal art education. First, it considers ways in which tradition conceptualizations of
art, education, leisure, and work foster an acceptance of art as experience and
knowledge to be gained outside of school. Second, it explores the notions of lifelong
learning and education, which are frequently offered as umbrellas under which school
and community-based art education can peacefully co-exist. The paper suggests that
neither an uncritical call for cooperation nor a more entrenched territoriality between
formal and non-formal institutions is likely to serve the future interests of art education.
Rather, a complex problem is revealed which requires a reconceptualization of
education, a consideration of values surrounding democratic access to knowledge, and a
challenge to work toward more egalitarian institutional and social structures.
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LIFELONG LEARNING, WORK AND LEISURE As a career counselor I have watched the concept of lifelong learning, work and leisure that Dick Bolles treated so exhaustively in The
Three Boxes begin to gain a foothold and gradually broaden the horizons of the generations of retirees who have followed the WWII veterans for whom the boxes were made. We are
now beginning to recognize that learning, work and leisure have practical and spiritual value throughout life, but at the time Dick wrote The Three Boxes of Life, this was very much “out
of the box” thinking. He framed the work/life balance and busines Rephrased, this defines education as not about academic success, learning the 3Rs, or graduating top in the class.
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The concept of lifelong learning recognizes that knowledge is
not confined to a classroom but takes place throughout life and in a range of situations. Once students graduate from the traditional education system, there are several ways to learn
Close
more of what they want to know, including: Adult education -- the acquisition of formal qualifications or work and leisure skills when formal education ends. Continuing education -- often
describes extension or not-for-credit courses offered by higher-education institutions.

