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Abstract
This Interactive Qualifying Project used data visualization and mapping to interpret early
American captivity narratives from the Evans TCP archive. Using Neatline we developed
data point maps to help analyze the deeper context of captivity narratives and how their
content was influenced by the time period. Excel was used to develop graphs that
supports the data mapped and provided further analysis of the captivity narratives. This
project aims to provide the scholarly community with a tool that will help them
understand and contextualize the captivity narrative.
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About Captivity Narratives. A genre of American literature has been the Indian captivity narrative. In these stories, it's usually women who are kidnapped and held captive by American
Indians. And the women who are taken captive are white women—women of European descent. Gender Roles. These captivity narratives are part of the culture's definition of what a
"proper woman" should be and do. Women in these narratives are not treated as women "should" be—they often see the violent deaths of husbands, brothers and children. Mary
Rowlandson's captivity story, for instance, was published in 1682 with a subtitle that included her name as "Mrs. Mary Rowlandson, a Minister's Wife in New England." Mary Rowlandson
was a European captive of Native Americans who kidnapped her and her children and held them hostage. She survived plenty of atrocities, including slavery, witnessing people's
murders, and holding her son as he died in her arms. An important piece of Early American literature, this is a true, first-person narrative account of a 17th century (1682) Puritan
woman whose village was attacked by Indians; her family was massacred, and she and a couple of her children were taken captive. Of the 37 in her household, 24 were captured and
12 killed, with only one escaping. During that time, Rowlandson makes a distinction between the savage, cruel Indians and those who extended kindness and generosity to her.

Narratives of European captivity by natives resonated with the readers of colonial America, for they provided a means of entertainment. In the late 1800s, as the frontier vanished and
Indians were either massacred or confined to reservations, Americans began to romanticize these narratives about events that once caused anxiety and fear. Religion acts through
captivity narratives to show the distinction between the religious values of the European settlers and the Native Americans (Dunnigan 2009, 4). It also acts as inspiration for early
Americans to continue to practice their faith, for if Rowlandson was able to maintain her religious beliefs during her captivity, the rest of the world should be able to during everyday life.

