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It is felt by some historians that Joseph Smith was a product of his environment; that his
teachings were the amplifications of religious doctrines surrounding his life experience in early
America.
Some writings which have been published show similarities between Joseph's "Mormonism"
and contemporary religions.
It should be rememebered, however, that if Joseph Smith's call, as restorer, were all that he
professed it to be (and he was not alone in that profession), there would, indeed, exist
paralleling truths surrounding his "restored" gospel. For, as Joseph tells us, the gospel was
preached from the beginning. If that is true, we should then be able to find remnants of its
existence throughout the world at practically any time and at any place that we might look.
The purpose of this thesis, therefore, is to explain parallels, throughout the history of the
world, to Joseph Smith's doctrines.
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Joseph Smith Jr. (December 23, 1805 – June 27, 1844) was an American religious leader and founder of Mormonism and the Latter Day Saint movement. When he was 24, Smith published the Book
of Mormon. By the time of his death, 14 years later, he had attracted tens of thousands of followers and founded a religion that continues to the present. Smith was born in Sharon, Vermont. By
1817, he had moved with his family to the burned-over district of western New York; an area of intense religious revivalism Joseph Smith, Jr. (December 23, 1805 – June 27, 1844) was the founder of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, a Christian restorationist movement popularly known as 'Mormonism'. As the leader of this group, Smith wielded considerable power and influence
over the community. He rose to the status of a political and military leader in the American Midwest and was a controversial figure because of his religious and social innovations. Smith's movement
was based upon his publication of the Book of Mormon, which claimed to document the history of the lost tribes of Israel Joseph Smith declared, "I will preach on the plurality of Gods. . . . I have
always declared God to be a distinct personage, Jesus Christ a separate and distinct personage from God the Father, and that the Holy Ghost was a distinct personage and a Spirit: and that these
three constitute three distinct personages and three Gods" (History of the Church 6:474). God by her begot his son Jesus Christ, and he was born into the world with power and intelligence like that
of His Father" (Family Home Evening, pp.125-126). Brigham Young denied emphatically that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Ghost (Journal of Discourses 1:511).

